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Andy Hodson
Classic Formula Ford Register
3 Waller Road
Beaconsfield
Bucks
HP9 2HD
01494 673921
07795 367125

andrewhodson223@btinternet.com
7 March 2009

Dear current or prospective member,

With the days getting longer, we have seen the back of our winter (good riddance to it I say), and with signs of life in the garden (and hopefully in your garages), may I welcome you to another season of Classic Formula Ford racing.
For those that weren’t there, you missed another good night at the annual CFF dinner dance and trophy presentation a couple of weekends ago. We were privileged to have Andy Wallace, our new Honorary President, on hand to award the trophies and tell us about his recent exploits racing in the USA. Hopefully he will be available again next year, so it would be good to have as many club members present as possible.
I trust everyone is getting prepared for the forthcoming season. Despite the gloomy economic 

situation, it is hoped that 2009 will be a good year for the Classic Championship. We have 

several new drivers already confirmed, and with the deliberate cut back in our number of 

rounds (from 12 to 10), it is hoped that our grids will see an improvement on 2008.  

I enclose the CFFR membership application form for the 2009 season. If you wish to renew your membership, please complete, sign and return to Andrew Smith, our Membership Secretary, at the address shown below, together with a cheque made payable to the Classic Formula Ford Register :
20 Springfield Close, Stanmore, Middx. HA7 3DE.

For those intending to race in the Championship this year, be aware that, in addition to joining the CFFR as a racing member, you must register for the championship direct with Nicola Bush at BARC, who can be contacted at : BARC, Thruxton Circuit, Andover, Hampshire SP11 8PN. Tel 01264 882200. Her email address is : nbush@barc.net
Championship Regulations can be obtained from Nicola, or online at www.barc.net. 2008 competitors should have already received these recently by post. There is a £10 championship registration fee. You will also need to be a BARC racing member. Championship registration and race entries can be carried out on line via the BARC website. If you encounter any problems with race entries please contact Nicola Bush direct. 

The Championship has changed its name this year, in recognition of its support over many years now by Bernard Baxter Engineering. Universal Racing Services continue to be joint sponsors, and they will both be providing the race day trophies throughout the season. It is now called the Bernard Baxter Engineering URS Classic Formula Ford Championship. 
The 2009 calendar is now confirmed as follows :
Round 1 :      10 May            Snetterton

                Round 2 :      23 May            Oulton Park

                Rounds 3-4 : 13-14 June      Brands Hatch (Double Header)

                Round 5 :      28 June           Thruxton

                Rounds 6-7 : 25-26 July        Croft (Double Header) 
                Rounds 8-9 : 29-30 August   Pembrey (Double Header)

                Round 10 :    3 October        Castle Combe 
It is hoped that the relatively late start to the Championship will allow drivers to ready their cars so that we can kick off with full grids. 8 rounds will score towards your final Championship position – so it is possible to run a full season on only 5 race meetings should you so wish (ie the three Double Headers, and two singles). Be aware that the Double Header format will provide for one single qualifying session, where the grid for each race will be determined by each competitors’ two fastest laps.

For those who find themselves with nothing to do in September, you may wish to consider venturing over the Channel and joining the European Classic FF Championship, who will be racing at Dijon (5-6 Sept), Monza (26-27 Sept) and Hockenheim (17-18 Oct). For details see www.cffc.de
Other recent news is the announcement that the official Ford Motor Co Regulations are being altered to allow all FF1600 engines used throughout the UK to run with the American ‘SCAT’ steel crank as well as the existing cast iron version. This is purely a reliability issue, as the new SCAT crank does not improve engine performance. More details from your friendly local FF1600 engine builder.
New Driver Initiative: In an effort to promote the championship to new drivers, the club runs a new driver initiative. Any new driver (novice or otherwise) is eligible for a free race entry for their fifth race in 2009, once you have competed in four races. This race entry fee will be refunded by the CFFR. Eligible drivers are free to decline this offer should they choose to do so. A ‘new driver’ includes any driver who has not raced in the Classic FF1600 Championship since 2002.

Be aware also that BARC themselves operate an incentive scheme enabling regular competitors to recover the cost of one race entry should they compete in the whole championship. So – new drivers could get two races paid up – worth in the region of £400 – should they decide to compete at every race.
In a further effort to attract drivers new to the sport, the CFFR will continue to administer its own unofficial Novice Challenge this year, to be overseen this season by Andy Hodson. All ‘novice drivers’ are eligible.  Obviously this would include any driver with little or no previous circuit racing experience, but we would not exclude other drivers who genuinely believe themselves to be novices, even if they have been racing for several years – if in doubt, please ask. Please confirm on the registration form if you wish to compete. Further details will be made available prior to the start of your first race. Be aware that this is run by the CFFR, and has no bearing on the official BARC Championship itself. However, the CFFR reserves the right to exclude any driver from the Novice Challenge should that driver’s performance demonstrate that they are not truly a novice. This decision is final.

The winner of the Novice Challenge will receive a trophy at the annual prize giving, and a free engine rebuild (labour free of charge, you only pay for parts) courtesy of Bernard Baxter Engineering.
Race day trophies in 2009 will continue to be funded by Ken Thorogood of Universal Racing Services and Bernard Baxter – my thanks to them both for their continued support. Trophies will be presented to 1st, 2nd and 3rd in each Class plus the Novice winner. 

May I remind all competitors that the trophy presentations will take place in the paddock (usually in a fairly central place to most CFF competitors) approximately half an hour after the end of the race – it would be nice to see everyone there, especially if you are picking up some silverware.
Events and news during the season are flagged up on our website, and I encourage you all to use it as much as possible. Any contributions should be forwarded to our webmaster Roger Newman please at : rdnewman@btinternet.com
Please be aware that there are likely to be several opportunities during the season for barbeques and buffet lunches at the circuits. Anyone wishing to assist in their preparation please make yourselves known.
The website includes race reports, written in the main by yours truly, but I appeal to anyone capable of putting a few witty paragraphs together to tell everyone about your experiences (on and off track) over any particular race weekend. All contributions please to Roger on the above email address, preferably within 24 hours of the event.
A driver profile template can be downloaded from the website and returned direct to Roger for inclusion on the driver page.

The website also includes an up to date list of Classic FF1600 cars for sale, as well as other items. Anyone who would like to advertise their car (free of charge) can you please contact Steve Hare, who is overseeing this task at : pratibhaandsteve@hotmail.co.uk
Club regalia : The club offers various items of clothing and accessories should you feel the need to advertise our existence to the outside world. The website shows some of the gear being modelled (and don’t worry, the models are female!) Anyone requiring any regalia should contact Andy Hodson for orders please.
If you wish to renew membership, Andrew Smith looks forward to receiving your completed application form. Full Racing membership is £75 for the season. For anyone wanting to participate in a single race only, the £75 fee will be waived (although you will be asked to sign up as a club member, thereby making you eligible to race). Any subsequent races will necessitate you paying the full £75. For the avoidance of doubt, competing in both races at a double header meeting will require full payment of £75.  Associate Membership remains at £10 for the year. 

BARC normally accept championship entries without any confirmation of CFFR membership (despite condition 1.3.2 in the Regulations), but to ensure fairness to all, the CFFR will attempt to ensure all registered drivers are paid-up members, and will liase with Nicola at BARC to ensure this condition is met. 

Be aware that your signature is required to confirm your acceptance of the CFFR driver regulations (which are attached to this letter).

As always, I shall do my best to ensure the best interests of the CFFR are promoted. I welcome any comments from you all – good and bad – throughout the season, and will, if necessary, take any matters up with BARC should you wish me to do so. I hope to be present at most of the meetings.

I do hope you have an enjoyable and rewarding season racing in Classic FF1600, and the best of luck to you all. I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible for our opening round at Snetterton on 10 May.
Best regards,

Andy Hodson

CFFR Coordinator

www.classicformulaford.com
CLASSIC FORMULA FORD REGISTER : DRIVER REGULATIONS

1.DRIVING STANDARDS: All observed instances of careless, dangerous or over aggressive driving will be considered by the Register’s committee.  The Drivers Representative will take the matter up with that driver in an informal manner, but if his advice is ignored, the committee will refer the matter to BARC and/or the MSA and request them to take further action as laid down in the MSA Blue Book section O. Addition from 2005 AGM : a driver may make a written complaint about a fellow driver’s on track behaviour , which will be kept on file with no action taken by the Register. If 2 further complaints of a similar nature are subsequently received, then that driver will receive a written warning from the Register that a recurrence will mean possible revocation of membership (and therefore possible exclusion from the Championship).

2. DRIVER CONDUCT: Any competitor bringing the Formula or Classic Formula Ford Register into disrepute may be subject to disciplinary action as indicated in paragraph 1. The rule applies to both the driver and any person who is recognised as part of his/her team at any event.

3. TECHNICAL ELIGIBILITY: The Classic Formula Ford Championship is for Formula Ford 1600 – Class A  cars produced and actively racing prior to 1 January 1982, Class B cars produced and actively racing prior to 1 January 1974. The cars must comply with current FF1600 regulations and must be included in the Register’s list of eligible cars (available on request).

Due to the removal of Formula Ford regulations from the MSA Blue Book, members are advised that the Classic Formula Ford championship will be run strictly to the technical regulations published by the Ford Motor Company, and are available from the series Co-ordinators or direct from:  Ford Motor Company Limited, Ford Central Office, Eagle Way, Brentwood, Essex, CM13 3BW.

The specification of each car must remain fundamentally unaltered since its manufacture. Wheelbase, track and pick up points must remain to the manufacturer’s specification. The only permitted modifications are as follows:

· A) Modifications for which the primary purpose is safety or driver comfort.

· B) Bodywork is free, within FF1600 regulations.

· C) The number, type and location of radiators is free within FF1600 regulations.

· D) Different steering racks are permitted, coil springs and damper units may be replaced with different rates or specification (to FF1600 regulations), and anti-roll bars are free within FF1600 regulations.

· E) Track dimensions may be altered by up to a maximum of three inches by changes to the inset or offset of the wheels.

· F) Cars may be updated to the specification of the latest model by the same manufacturer which appears on the Register’s list of eligible cars, e.g. Merlyn Mk 11A up to Mk 24 specification.

· G) All gearboxes in production before 1 January 1982 and used in FF1600 are permitted.

4. Owners of competing cars must make them available for scrutiny of engines, chassis, etc by members of the committee or their eligibility consultants. Any competitor who is found to be using a car or engine or any component parts technically ineligible for Classic Formula Ford 1600 is liable to the penalties indicated in paragraph 1.

5. RACE CAR PREPARATION:  It is not the Register’s intention to have second rate cars on its championship grids. Poor preparation either in presentation or mechanically may lead to the matter being referred to BARC’s eligibility scrutineers and/or Championship Stewards, and a request for them to take further action. In addition, the committee may decide to revoke membership of the Register.

6. Classic Formula Ford 1600 is low cost club racing and is run in that spirit, with drivers and their families/friends preparing and running their own cars. Having professionals do specific repair work, or do static set-up work for example, is completely within the rules. However, there have been, and will be cases where drivers are breaking the spirit of these regulations whilst arguably complying with the ‘letter of the law’. In such cases the Committee will consider the circumstances of the case and may decide to revoke membership of the Register. The Committee’s decision will be final in these cases.

7. PROFESSIONAL ORGANISATIONS: hiring of rolling chassis or complete cars from professional organisations or the use of cars owned, prepared or run by racing schools, is forbidden. Competitors may not have their cars prepared or operated at race meetings by professional racing organisations.

8 CHAMPIONSHIP DECALS: All cars must appear with the BARC decal on each side, together with the Championship Sponsors’ decals where such sponsorship has been arranged. Failure to correctly display these decals makes the entrant and/or driver ineligible for either championship points or prize money.

9. MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS: The Committee reserves the right to accept or refuse any application for membership. 
CLASSIC FORMULA FORD REGISTER : 2009 APPLICATION FORM
I hereby apply for membership of the Classic Formula Ford Register for the 2009 season and enclose the appropriate fee. Please make cheques payable to the Classic Formula Ford Register.

· Associate Membership : Annual Fee £10. This entitles you to attend all social events organised by the CFFR during the year, and puts you on the mailing list for any newsletters, emails etc.

· Racing Membership : Annual Fee £75. If you intend to race in the Classic Formula Ford 1600 Championship in 2009 , Racing Membership is a mandatory requirement for all drivers. 

PERSONAL DETAILS :            (IN BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

Surname

……………………………………………………………………………..

Forenames

……………………………………………………………………………..            

Address

……………………………………………………………………………..



……………………………………………………………………………..




……………………………………………………………………………..

Postcode
                ………………………………………………………………………….             

Home Telephone
……………………………………………………………………………..                

Business Telephone
……………………………………………………………………………..     

Mobile Telephone
……………………………………………………………………………..                   

Fax


……………………………………………………………………………..              

Email Address
………………………………………………………………………………………
FOR RACING MEMBERS ONLY :

Competition Licence No.
……………………………………………………..……………. .                  

BARC Membership No.
…………………………………………………………………….
Car Manufacturer 
……………………………………………………………………………..
Model / Year/Engine Tuner
……………… / …………… / …………………………………..
I consider myself to be a novice driver, and wish to compete in the 2009 CFFR Novice Challenge : YES/NO

PLEASE NOTE : Competition numbers will be confirmed by Nicola Bush, the BARC coordinator for the championship.

I hereby agree to be bound by the provisions of the regulations relating to the Classic Formula Ford Register and its Championship.

Signed / Dated

……………………………………… /   ………..…………………………………
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